SPECIAL GET GROWING ISSUE: MASTERS OF GARDENING
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BLOOM BONANZA'/ TOMATO"S TRAVELS
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Above: This big yellow iris
is just one of many popping
through in late spring.

HOMESTEAD 38

When the Baxters bought the house, six acres
came with it. Over time, they purchased adjoining
land parcels as they came up for sale.

“I'd like to think we had a master plan. It might
be more accurate to say we had a conceptual idea
with landscape architecture,” Bill says. -

More than a showplace. The Baxters never
considered their Georgian-style home, built in
1937, just a showplaée, despite the crowds it at-
tracts. “It’s handled four kids and all the kids’ activ-
ities. We've had all sorts of parties and get-togethers
here. We've had an untold number of dogs. Dogs
have a way of joining the family,” Bill says.

“It’s been a great place to live. When I was a
boy and mowed the hay in the fields here and cut
the grass, 1 didn’t really think I'd be living here
one day. Life turns in funny ways sometimes.”

Currently, Baxter is chairman of Holston Gases,
a Knoxville-based company started by his father. A
decade ago, he bought and renovated the historic
Wort Hotel.in Jackson Hole, Wyoming,

Top: An Asian garden, complete with lilies, hid>es behind"th‘ese
big wooden doors. Abuvé: Ginger and Bill Baxter spent years
building their beautiful landscape near Knoxville, Fennessee.

“Ginger says.T like to take on projects.” Well,
I guess I'm guilty as charged,” he says.

Settling into a swing on the side patio, Ginger
and Bill, with the ever-present dogs scampering
by, talk about their lives in this unique spot.

“Things are always evolving. It’s a project that’s
never finished,” he says. “Things happen. We have
hemlock woolly adelgid in a hedgerow of 80 to
100 hemlocks. It’s killing hemlocks all over east
Tennessee. We had a tree service treat for that.
There’s always something going on in this place.”

Even though- he :says he has no artistic talent,
it’s pretty clear he does, at least with landscaping.

“This is the kind of thing where an artist touches
a brush to a canvas and it makes one dot. Then the
artist makes another dot and then another one and
eventually there’s a beautiful painting,” he says.
That’s what the Baxters are doing, dot by dot. l
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